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Sustainability Award Invitation for Proposal
Background

In 2005, GFC began offering Sustainability Awards to its valued, long-term grantee partners. These special awards are presented to organizations that have not only succeeded in improving the lives of underserved children, but have also reached a stage in their organizational development where they can aspire to new levels of financial and programmatic development.

Through its Sustainability Awards, GFC seeks to aid its long-term partners in leveraging additional funds from other sources, thereby enhancing their future security. The awards convey honor and recognition on their recipients’ extraordinary work, focusing increased international attention on organizations that have developed grassroots solutions to global problems.

The Sustainability Awards are an integral part of GFC’s grantmaking approach and, in most cases, constitute GFC’s final investment in the work of recipient grantee partners. These organizations remain, however, in GFC’s global network as learning partners, receiving GFC tracking grants and assistance in leveraging funds and technical support from other sources.

Types of Support
Sustainability Awards can be used for the following areas:

- Fund development planning

- Staff Strengthening: Critical process to ensure organizational continuity in the event of the director's departure (especially for founder-led organizations), developing a second tier of management, or as staff development

- Income-generating initiative

- External communications strategies

- Documentation and Dissemination: Funds that allow award recipients to document their successes and learning and then disseminate their findings to the wider community

- Pursuit of Strategic Partnership

- Other clearly articulated plans for sustainability that would increase organizations' capacity to continue its work towards the more effective fulfillment of its mission
Evaluation and Reporting

Although the Sustainability Award signifies the capstone of our funding relationship, recipients of this award are among our strongest partners, and as such, remain active in the GFC community through conferences, workshops, leveraging opportunities, and other partnership opportunities. Recipients of the Sustainability Award will be required to submit a formal evaluation report to help us determine the impact and success of the grant. Findings from this process will assist GFC in further refining its grantmaking approach to remain responsive to the realities faced by grassroots organizations around the world.
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Sustainability Award Proposal Guidelines

To apply for the Sustainability Award, please submit this proposal with thorough and concise responses to the following questions. 
Name of organization:      
Complete mailing address (including city and country):      
	Phone (including country code):      
	

	Website:      
	General email:      

	


Name of the person completing this proposal:      
Email:      
Name and title of the person who will be responsible for overseeing the implementation and evaluation of this award:      
Date of submission:      
1. What are your short and long terms goals regarding organizational sustainability?
     
2. Which of these goals will a sustainability grant contribute to?
     
3. If awarded, explain how your organization would use this grant.
     
4. What challenges do you foresee in implementing this project? How will your organization address this?
     
5. How will your organization evaluate the impact of this grant? How will you determine its effectiveness in advancing?
     
6. How will your organization use the Sustainability Award to secure additional funding towards this plan and what will your organization do to target new funders or fundraising opportunities?
     
7. What resources will your organization contribute towards the completion of this project?
     
8. How have you integrated the community/beneficiaries in the planning process? 
     
9. If you receive a Sustainability Award, how you will continue and expand upon the work that is supported through this grant in future years?
     
10. Please complete the attached budget template and work plan. 
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